
A Glimpse Inside Park Crest Middle School – Week 1 of School 

As I walked the halls, classrooms, and common areas of Park Crest this week. I was 
pleased to see smiles, positive attitudes, and high energy. While in each of our 
classrooms across the campus here is just a snapshot of what I saw: 
 
6th Grade: I saw Good Things being shared in Ms. Hinojos, Mrs. King, and Ms. Hanes 
World Cultures classes. Students were having discussions on the importance of reading 
in Mr. Lopez’s ELA class. Mr. Martinez, Mrs. Hill, and Mrs. McMullen were spending 
time building relationships through an “all about me” activity and creating a 
mathematics notebook. Meanwhile, science was completing a brainstorming activing 
to refresh them on prior and future science topics in Ms. Kienzle, Mrs. McGuire, and 
Mr. Muller’s class. Mr. Raad’s ELA class was learning about places and situations by 
reading a short scenario about being stranded and having to use critical thinking to 
determine which five items they would bring with them in order to make the 45 mile 
walk back to civilization. In Mrs. Alejandro’s CARE class students were spending time 
building relationships and getting to know Mrs. Alejandro and one another. 
 
Electives: I saw Ms. Rivera and her students discussing how important engineers are to 
creating the roads, schools, food system, and much more in our new Project Lead the 
Way course. In Journalism Ms. Layman’s class was preparing for their future writing by 
writing their first paper all about them. In boy’s athletics with coach Lauve, Prine, 
Elliot, and Wilson, I saw students working on their positions in football with helmets 
but no pads yet. In girl’s athletics with Coach Hinojos, Munoz, Vecchio, and Muller I 
saw volleyballs flying everywhere as kiddos demonstrated setting and bumping with a 
partner. I walked into the band hall and was blown away as soon as I opened the door. 
Sgt. Groft’s choir class sounded competition ready to me, already!  
 
Mr. Lucio and Ms. Pinner were just around the corner busy helping students label all 
the important band equipment pieces. It amazes me how well those two organize and 
grow our students. Down the hall in theatre arts I saw students putting together 
impromptu presentations. When I went to visit Mr. Gartmann in our Kickstart portable 
everything stopped, students froze and faced me, and I was greeted with respect and 
a bow as their guest to the room (my favorite part of going out there). I saw coach 
Vecchio’s AVID students completing sentence stems about their belief in what they 
can/will become. In Ms. Perez’s new computer science class students were getting 
oriented with the computers, the course description, and the expectations. In Ms. 
Kempf and Mrs. Daniel’s art classes students were beginning to dabble in artistic 
creations. In PE I saw students moving around and being active while playing 
basketball.  
 
In Mrs. Espana and Mrs. Tansil’s Spanish class students were… speaking Spanish, or at 
least that’s what it sounded like to me.   In Mrs. Beeler’s class I saw students and 
adults working on routines, procedures, and meeting the individual needs of every 
student. Coach Wilson’s health class was reviewing the rubric for an upcoming “get to 
know one another presentation”. I saw Mrs. Gage’s class utilizing their brand new 
2017-18 PCMS agendas! 
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7th Grade: In Ms. Larson and Ms. Munoz’s science class I saw students being creative 
and silly while making videos to describe the importance of lab safety. In Mrs. 
McNamer, Mrs. Clemons and Ms. Wright’s 7th grade math classes students were 
reviewing rational numbers and other important math facts from their prior year. In 
Tx History Mr. Cutter, Mrs. Weber, and Mrs. Blundell classes were learning about the 
North Central region of Texas. In ELA Ms. Flores’ class was utilizing the grade level 
laptops while Mrs. Weigand’s class was using a fun writing prompt to get to know one 
another. In Ms. Burgess’ ELA class students were cutting and pasting to create their 
amazing ELA Journals out of their composition books. In Mrs. Grona’s ELA class 
students were using sentence stems to share what they want to accomplish this year, 
and where they see themselves in 10 years. 
 
8th Grade: In U.S. History I saw Mr. Kincaid’s class learning about maps, and later saw 
Mrs. Akuretiya’s class reviewing prior knowledge on laptops through google classroom. 
Meanwhile, Mrs. Visness, Denny, and Burgess’ ELA classes were first on the list to visit 
Mrs. LaMarre in the library to be oriented on the expectations. In Mrs. Eaton, Mrs. 
Garcia, and Mrs. Shannon’s science class students were discussing important scientific 
terms and tools. Mrs. Brydson, Mrs. Alexander, and Mrs. Brown were spending time 
building relationships through an “all about me” activity in 8th grade math. In Ms. 
Palmer’s GAME class students were doing fun team building games and becoming a 
classroom family. In Ms. Whittaker’s class I saw students were gearing up to use 
technology by logging in and learning their student passwords. 
 
Next week, classes will rev up and the academic expectations will begin to subtly 
rise. Please hear me say, we at Park Crest have high expectations for our students 
because we believe kids can rise to any challenge they are given, especially our 
Pumas. That being said, we are all here to support them reach those expectations.  
 
In addition, over the next few weeks, classes will begin to build their social contracts. 
Social contracts are a key component of successful classrooms and a successful 
school. They are created and agreed upon classroom norms that are part of Capturing 
Kids Hearts. In order for us to learn and achieve at a high level, we understand that 
our classroom environment must be safe, respectful, and engaging, among other 
things. You will hear me talk more about our Capturing Kids Hearts best practices 
throughout the year and how our teachers and staff intentionally take time to build 
relationships with students.  
 


